WAS BRITAIN  AT A  NATURAL  DISADVANTAGE?                 Ill
than any other British ore. The next in quantity was West Coast
hematite, but its price was about four times as much per ton,
while the price of Lake Superior ores (Old Range) was about half
as much again as West Coast hematite.
Although the price of Cleveland ore slowly increased up to 1913,
the average price of British native ores remained about 53. per ton
from 1885 to 1914. Over the same period the price of West Coast
hematite ore had increased from 95. to i8s. Prior to 1914 the price
of Brown Minette in Germany and Briey ore in France was below
55. per ton, and the average Belgian price 8s. 6d., but the price of
calcined spathic ore in Germany (rgs.) was comparable with that
of West Coast hematite ore. In the U.S.A. the ore prices, after
having reached a minimum at the end of the century, increased
again in spite of the opening of the Messabi Range. In 1912 they
varied from us. to i6s. at Lake Ports, according to grade, to which
at least 55. per ton must be added for freight to the Pittsburgh area.
After 1920 the cheapest ores in Britain were the Jurassic (about
45. per ton), while Cleveland ores were above the average figure
for native ores. Coal Measure ores, although of approximately the
same iron content as the Jurassic, were about three times the average
British price. West Coast hematite returned to the 1913 figure of
18s. In Germany Minette plus freight rose to nearly 95. per ton,
Swedish ore was imported at about 22s. and Rubio at about 2os.
In Lorraine ore was charged to furnace at about 55. per ton and the
average price in Belgium was about 75. In the U.S.A. iron ore at
Lake Ports averaged about i8s., say 22s. with freight to Pittsburgh
furnace. The average price of British native ores settled down
before 1930 to approximately the same as in 1913, although the
average price of imported ore had risen* Average prices of ore in
France and Belgium also remained approximately the same. In the
U.S.A. prices of Lake Superior ores at Lake Ports had risen 20 or
25 per cent. In Germany prices had also risen, Swedish and Spanish
ores being imported in large quantities.
4. THE IRON CONTENT OF ORES
The iron content of the principal ores of the world are given in
the Appendix,
As an approximate figure, 30 per cent represents the Jurassic ores
in the United Kingdom and the bulk of the ore in Lorraine, Saar
and Luxembourg, 50 per cent represents West Coast hematites,